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REPORT. 


I have  the  honour  to  communicate  for  the 
information  of  the  Urban  District  Council  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  1897.  The  general  mortality  from 
all  causes  shows  a slight  increase  over  that  of  the 
previous  year,  but  is  by  no  means  high.  An  indication 
of  how  fallacious  a test  of  healthfulness  is  a general 
death-rate  from  all  causes  and  at  all  ages,  is  given 
by  the  decrease  in  the  death-rate  from  Zymotic 
diseases  which  is  only  half  that  of  last  year. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  within  the  Death  rate, 
district  is  144,  which  as  usual  must  be  corrected  by  a 
subtraction  of  deaths  not  belonging  to  the  district,  viz: 
ig  in  the  Union  Workhouse,  and  by  an  addition  of  4 
belonging  to  the  distri6f  which  occurred  in  Adden- 
broke’s  Hospital,  making  a correbfed  total  of  129, 
equal  to  a death-rate  from  all  causes  and  at  all  ages 
of  14*4  per  thousand  living  per  annum. 

The  deaths  from  the  principal  Zymotic  diseases  Zymotic  death 
are  3: — from  Diphtheria  i.  Diarrhoea  2,  the  death- 
rate  from  these  diseases  is  0*3,  which  is  only  about 
half  that  of  the  previous  year. 
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Influenza. 

Infantile 

mortality. 


Birth  rate. 


Disease  Inci- 
dence. 

Scarlet  Fever. 


No  deaths  from  Influenza  have  been  registered. 

The  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  amount  to  25, 
and  are  in  a ratio  of  97  to  1000  registered  births, 
which  indicates  a slight  decrease  of  Infantile  mortality 
over  that  of  the  year  previous. 

The  natility  of  the  district  is  expressed  by  a total 
of  257  births,  equal  to  a birth-rate  of  28*8  per  thousand 
living  per  annum. 

Death-rate  among  persons  under  one  year  of  age  : 
120  per  1000. 

Death-rate  among  persons  between  one  year  and 
60  : — 7 per  1000. 

Death-rate  among  persons  aged  60  years  and 
upwards  : — 61  per  1000. 


DISEASE  INCIDENCE. 

Scarlatina  has  been  present,  but  not  in  epidemic 
form,  eight  cases  in  all  in  six  households  having  been 
notified.  Three  cases  in  one  household  in  Halifax  Road 
occurred  during  the  first  week  in  January  : the  first 
child  attacked  had  with  little  doubt  contraHed  the 
disease  by  a visit  to  another  house  in  the  same  street, 
where  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  had  been  present  up  to 
the  end  of  the  previous  year.  One  case  occurred  at 
Hertford  Street  in  the  first  week  of  March : this 
may  have  been  caused  by  infeHion  retained  in  the 
household,  as  there  had  been  two  previous  cases  in  the 
same  household  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year.  No 
new  source  of  infeHion  could  be  traced.  Three  cases 
in  three  households  occurred  in  May  at  Chesterton 
Road,  ViHoria  Road,  and  Searle  Street  respeHively. 
In  one  instance  the  infection  may  probably  be 
attributed  to  a previous  unrecognised  case  in  the 
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same  household  which  of  course  on  account  of  this 
circumstance  could  not  be  accounted  for;  the  two 
other  cases  could  not  be  satisfactorily  accounted  for. 

One  case  in  August  at  Chesterton  Road,  was  that 
of  a visitor  who  had  come  from  Dale  Street,  Kentish 
Town,  and  developed  the  disease  a few  days  after 
her  arrival.  In  this  instance  the  arrangement  between 
the  Authority  and  the  Cambridge  Town  Council  for 
the  treatment  of  infebfious  cases  at  the  Borough  Fever 
Hospital  was  taken  advantage  of,  and  the  case  was 
subsequently  moved  to  that  Institution. 

Four  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  four  households  Diphtheria, 
occurred  during  January,  February,  March,  and 
OHober  respeHively.  The  first  occurred  at  Hunting- 
don Road  in  a family,  who  had  suffered  from  this 
disease  the  year  previous ; there  was  some  history 
of  unpacking  and  exposing  some  articles  which  had 
been  used  by  the  previous  case,  and  these  may  possibly 
have  retained  infection. 

The  second  at  Chesterton  Road  was  that  of  a 
child  four  years  old,  who  may  have  been  infected 
from  the  mother,  as  she  had  had  sore  throat  a week 
previous,  not  however  notified  as  Diphtheria. 

The  third  occurred  at  Scotland  Road  in  a 
neighbourhood  where  diphtheria  makes  its  appearance 
from  time  to  time. 

The  fourth,  which  occurred  at  Richmond  Road, 
was  that  of  a young  man  who  had  been  engaged  as  a 
cook  at  an  hotel  at  Yarmouth;  he  returned  home  on 
October  13th,  and  was  taken  ill  three  days  after: 
the  inception  of  the  disease  may  therefore  be  pretty 
clearly  attributed  to  Yarmouth. 

Four  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  have  been  notified.  Typhoid  Fever. 
The  first  at  the  end  of  September  in  Hertford  Street, 
the  cause  of  which  may  be  fairly  attributable  to  very 
serious  sanitarv  defects  of  the  household. 
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Puerperal 

Fever. 


Water  Supply. 


The  second,  in  November,  was  that  of  a young 
man  who  lodged  at  a Public  House  in  Old  Chesterton, 
but  had  his  employment  in  the  town  of  Cambridge. 
There  were  no  good  reasons  to  connect  the  inception 
of  the  disease  with  the  place  or  manner  of  his  employ- 
ment and  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Public  House 
was,  although  not  seriously  defective,  far  from  good. 
As  the  man  was  continually  moving  from  place  to 
place  it  is  quite  probable  that  the  disease  was  incepted 
at  some  other  than  the  two  above  mentioned  places. 

The  third  case  (also  in  the  middle  of  November) 
was  clearly  imported  from  King’s  Lynn,  inasmuch  as 
the  person  assailed  had  been  nursing  Typhoid  Fever 
cases  at  that  town,  and  the  person  at  whose  house 
she  lodged  had  subsequently  two  cases  in  the  house. 

The  fourth  at  the  beginning  of  December  could 
not  be  satisfactorily  traced. 

Two  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  have  been  notified. 
One  in  Hertford  Street  was  traceable  to  bad  sanitary 
conditions  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  was  moved  to 
more  healthful  surroundings  in  Cambridge,  but 
succumbed  notwithstanding  this  measure  of  pre- 
caution. With  regard  to  the  other  case,  at  Priory 
Terrace,  the  sanitary  conditions  and  nursing  were 
enquired  into  without  eliciting  any  facts  bearing  on  the 
case. 


School  exclusion,  isolation,  and  thorough  dis- 
infection were  the  measures  of  precaution  adopted. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  to  Fulcher’s  Cottages,  Histon 
Road,  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  owing  to  the  well 
supplying  most  of  these  cottages  being  out  of  repair. 
Notice  was  served  upon  the  owner  to  provide  a proper 
supply,  and  this  has  been  carried  into  effect  by  re- 
boring and  repairing  the  well. 
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One  sample  taken  from  well  supplying  No.  log, 
Histon  Road,  was  found  to  be  polluted,  and  a supply 
from  the  Company’s  main  has  been  substituted. 

Complaints  having  been  made  of  the  supply  to  the 
Great  Eastern  Railway  Cottages,  Chesterton  Junction, 
on  the  supposition  of  contamination  of  the  supply  by  a 
gut-scraping  business  mentioned  below,  two  samples 
were  taken  for  analysis,  one  from  a well  on  this 
property,  and  the  other  from  an  open  water-course 
near  by  from  which  the  supply  for  domestic  purposes 
is  obtained,  and  both  found  to  be  ‘‘  passable  though 
not  of  high  class  purity.”  In  order  to  improve  the 
character  of  the  water  a Pasteur-Chamberlain  Filter 
was  supplied  to  each  household,  but  they  were  found 
to  be  too  complex  and  too  slow  in  their  action  to 
satisfy  the  occupants.  The  Great  Eastern  Railway 
Company,  were  invited  to  make  arrangements  with 
the  Water  Company  to  extend  their  main  for  the 
supply  of  these  cottages,  and  although  the  distance 
is  considerable  the  request  was  readily  complied  with. 


DRAINAGE. 

Owing  to  complaints  of  nuisance  and  cases  of  Drainage, 
illness  at  Dalrymple  Terrace,  Carlyle  Road,  a 
representation  was  made  to  the  Authority  as  to  the 
suspected  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  drainage  of  this 
property.  An  examination  under  Sec.  41,  Public 
Plealth  Act,  1875,  was  made,  and  the  following  defects 
found: — The  drains  were  found  to  be  jointed  with  gault, 
and  defective,  three  disused  cesspools  acting  as  catcE- 
pits,  rain-water  pipes  opening  under  dormer  windows 
and  connected  direct  with  the  drains,  and  all  the 
ventilating-pipes-proper  choked.  Notices  under  Sec. 

41,  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  and  Sec.  19,  Public 
Health  Act,  (Amendment  Act)  i8go,  have  during  the 
current  year  been  served  upon  the  owners,  and  the 
necessary  work  is  now  being  carried  into  effect. 


8 


Offensive 

Trades, 


The  sanitary  condition  of  four  houses,  Histon 
Road,  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  Notice  was 
served  upon  the  owner  to  remove  catch-pits  at  side  of 
water  closets,  and  to  make  all  drains  discharge  into 
the  public  sewer : these  requirements  have  been  com- 
plied with. 

All  manholes  in  the  district  have  been  inspected 
periodically,  and  flushing  when  required  has  been 
done  by  use  of  a portable  tank  of  300  galls,  capacity. 

I have  again  had  occasion  to  call  attention  to  the 
danger  of  drainage  systems  where  groups  of  houses 
are  connected  with  a common  channel  or  conduit, 
without  the  safeguards  of  air  interceptors  and  venti- 
lators, which  would  be  insisted  upon  if  individual 
houses  were  drained  independently  into  the  public 
sewer.  The  evil  consequences  were  emphatically 
illustrated  by  the  instance  of  a group  of  houses  in 
Hertford  Street,  which  were  made  the  subject  of  a 
special  report.  I therefore  have  again  to  express  my 
opinion  that  such  common  conduits  should  be  treated 
as  sewers  de  facto  as  well  as  de  jure. 

The  nuisance  complained  of  caused  by  the  sewage 
intercepting  tank  on  the  De  Freville  Estate,  has  been 
satisfactorily  abated. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

&c.  A serious  gut-scraping  nuisance  has  occupied  the 

attention  of  the  Council  and  involved  many  inspec- 
tions by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  myself  during 
the  period  between  April  20th,  and  October  16. 
During  this  interval  several  representations  were  made 
to  the  proprietor  of  the  works,  and  in  response  to  one 
pf  these  the  proprietor  took  the  advice  of  an  expert, 
but  his  advice  would  seem  to  have  been  imperfectly 
acted  upon,  and  the  nuisance  became  “ recurring,” 
whereupon  the  Council  decided  to  take  proceedings  : 
the  proprietor  was  summoned  before  the  Chesterton 
Bench  and  convicted,  and  on  his  undertaking  not  to 
continue  his  trade  processes  on  these  premises,  was 
fined  5/-  and  11/6  court  fees.  This  business  has 
now  been  transferred  elsewhere. 
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Complaints  were  made  to  the  Council  with  regard 
to  a nuisance  caused  by  house  refuse  and  garbage 
being  deposited  by  the  scavenger  on  lands  near  the 
highway  on  the  Milton  Road,  at  a little  distance  from 
the  gate-keepers  cottage  at  the  Railway  crossing.  The 
gate-keeper  complained  of  illness  in  his  household, 
which  he  attributed  to  the  nauseating  effluvia  from  the 
deposit.  The  Council  ordered  the  mass  to  be 
thoroughly  disinfected  to  the  satisfaction  of  its  Offlcers 
and  the  practice  of  deposit  to  be  discontinued. 

Workshops,  including  Laundries,  as  far  as  the 
Inspector’s  time  allowed  have  been  visited,  (one  at  the 
special  request  of  H.  M.  Inspector  of  Factories)  in 
which  insufficient  cubic  space  was  discovered  and  a 
necessary  remedy  applied. 

All  the  above  remarks,  together  with  the  Inspector 
of  Nuisances’  table  of  sanitary  work,  and  the  tables  of 
Population,  Births,  Deaths  and  Sickness,  I respectfully 
submit  for  the  information  of  the  District  Council. 


BUSHELL  ANNINGSON. 


table  a. 

Table  of  Deaths  during  the  year  1897  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Chesterton  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages  and  Localities. 

Mortality  FROM  ALL  Causes,  AT 

Namesof Localities  subjoined  Ages.  Mortality  from  subjoined  Causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of  Children  under  Five  Years  of  Age 

adopted  for  the  pur-  ^ — — 
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Note,  —The  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  i88g,  came  into  operation  in  the  District  on  ist  January,  1890.  There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  use  of  the  sick. 
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